INTER-SISTER CITIES “TURKIYE” THEMED PAINTING
COMPETITION

As Biiyiikgekmece Municipality, we are organizing the Inter-Sister Cities “Tiirkiye” Themed
Painting Competition in order to strengthen, at an international level, the universal values of peace,
brotherhood, and the importance given to children embodied by April 23 National Sovereignty and
Children’s Day; to enhance our cultural ties with our sister cities; and to introduce the values of
Tiirkiye to the world.

This guideline covers all principles regarding the purpose of the competition, participation
conditions, evaluation process, awards, and program schedule.

1. Purpose of the Competition
The aim of this competition is to encourage children to express their feelings, thoughts,
and dreams about Tiirkiye through artistic means, to increase cultural interaction, and to
strengthen lasting bonds among sister cities.

2. Theme
The theme of the competition is: “Tiirkiye” Students may freely interpret and depict
Tiirkiye’s culture, history, nature, people, or the emotions that Tiirkiye evokes in them.

3. Participants
The competition is open to primary and middle school students aged 8-12 who reside in
the regions of the sister cities.

4. Number of Paintings to Be Submitted by Each City
Each sister city may submit up to 20 (twenty) student paintings, selected through schools
in their region, to Biiylikgekmece Municipality.

5. Technical Specifications
Paintings must be created on A3-sized paper. Free techniques may be used (pencil, pastel,
watercolor, acrylic, etc.). All artworks must be original and must not have received any
awards in previous competitions.



6. Artwork Information Form
The following information must be submitted with each artwork:

o Student’s full name

e Age

e School name

o City/ Country

o Title of the artwork and a brief description (if any)
« Contact information of the teacher or school official

7. Submission Deadline
Digital copies of the paintings, along with the information forms, must be sent to
Biiyiikcekmece Municipality via the email address below by the specified deadline.
Submission Deadline: March 15, 2026

8. Evaluation Process
The competition consists of two stages.

o First Stage: In the first stage, submitted digital copies or original artworks will be
evaluated. The owners of the artworks that pass the first round will be notified, and the
selected paintings will advance to the Final Round.

e Second Stage (Final Round): The winners will be determined through an online public
voting among the artworks selected for the Final Round. Voting will be open to residents
of all sister cities and will be conducted via a link announced by our municipality. Details

regarding the voting procedure and schedule will be shared separately.

Important Note: Participants who submit digital copies in the first stage must submit the original
artworks in the second stage if they advance to the Final Round.



Awards and April 23 Program

Commemorative Tree Planting: A tree will be planted in the Biiyiikgekmece Sister
Cities Memorial Garden on behalf of the first-place winner from each country, and the
students’ names will be displayed in this area.

After the completion of the first stage of the competition, detailed information regarding the
awards and process for the winners will be shared separately with the participants.

10.

11.

Rights and Usage

All artworks submitted to the competition may be exhibited, shared on digital platforms,
and used in projects and promotional materials by Biiyiikgcekmece Municipality.
Participants are deemed to have accepted these conditions.

Contact and Application

For all applications and inquiries:

E-mail: dis.iliskiler@bcekmece.bel.tr

Phone: +90 212 883 29 15

Contact Persons: Tutkum Ceylan (Ms.) / Tamer Beyazoglu (Mr.)
Biiyiikcekmece Municipality Directorate of Foreign Relations



